CUYAHOGA  VALLEY  BASEBALL  ASSOCIATION

Constitution and By-Laws

Article I – Name and Object

Section 1- Name.  This Organization shall be known as the Cuyahoga Valley Baseball Association.  Referred to as CVBA hereafter.       

Section 2 – Object.  Its object is to promote, promulgate, and perpetuate amateur baseball throughout Northern Ohio; to surround it with proper safeguards; to aid and assist in the fostering, developing and regulating of local communities in accordance with the spirit of sportsmanship, honesty, and fair play; to aid and assist in the furthering of amateur baseball.

Article II -  Membership and Fees

Section 1 – Who May Be Members.  The membership of this association shall be composed of the community-based teams with the league-approved boundaries.  These boundaries can be city corporation limits, townships, high school district boundaries or other restricted areas, which are approved by the CVBA board of directors.  Team roster is limited to players living within each team’s approved boundary.  However, each team may supplement their roster with two (2) players outside of their boundary.  In case of discrepancy, the CVBA Board of Directors will make the final decision.  Open division – no restrictions.

Section 2 – Application and Fees.  Application form and entry fee of $190 before Jan. 1st - $215 there after for membership must be sent to the League Office by the date designated by Board of Directors.  A $50 late fee will be accessed after that time.  A forfeit / non-completion fee of  $80 for the 8 to 14 age and  $100 for the 15 to 18 age leagues is also due at that time.  This forfeit / non-completion fee is refundable at the end of the season upon written request or rolled to the next season.  Fee must be replaced if used during the season.

Section 3 -  Dispute of Membership.  The Board of Directors shall determine, in case of dispute, the proper representation from a specific community.  

Section 4  -  Continuation of Membership.  Members shall signify their intention to continue the operation of their team by notifying the League and paying application fees on time.

Section 5  -  Termination of Membership.  The membership of any team may be terminated by:

A. Resignation.

B. Failure to comply with this Constitution and By-Laws.

C. Failure to pay Application fees.

D. Act of the Board of Directors.

E. By acts detrimental to this Association.

Section 6  -  Limitation of Membership.  The number of teams per community will be limited to two (2) teams per each specific age group (Bid division only).

Article III -  Officers and Their Duties

Section 1  -  Officers.  The officers shall be President,  Vice-President,  Secretary,  and Treasurer.

Section 2  - Duties of the Officers.  The President will be responsible for the overall playing season operation and will chair the Board of Directors.  The Vice President’s duties will be to handle the general public relations of the Association and will be in charge of any special project as assigned by the President.  The Secretary will handle all correspondence of the league, including the recording of minutes of each meeting, communications with the Association’s national affiliations, and the recording and distribution of the Association’s weekly standing.  The Treasurer shall receive all monies and shall disperse said funds on the direction of the Board of Directors. 

Section 3  - Vacancies.  In the event a vacancy occurs in any executive office, the President shall have the authority to fill such vacancy for the duration of the term of office.

Article IV -  Board of Directors

Section 1  -  Board of Directors.  The Board of Directors shall consist of the President, Vice-president, Treasurer, and Secretary. 

Article V -  Meeting  

Section 1  -  Annual Meeting.  The annual meeting of the Association shall be held in January.  A notice of the time and place shall be posted via newspaper and CVBA web site (www.cvbabaseball.com) at least five (5) days prior to the date of such meeting.

Section 2  -  Special Meetings.  Special meetings shall be held at the call of the President.  Five (5) days’ notice is required.

Section 3 -  Quorum.  75% of the Board shall constitute a quorum for any regular or special meeting.

Section 4  -  Board of Directors Meetings.  The Board of Directors Meeting shall be held at the call of the President.

Article VI -  Standing Committees  
Section 1  -  Membership Committee.  The Membership Committee shall consider applications for membership and make recommendations.  

Section 2  -  Rules and Regulations Committee.  The Rules and Regulations Committee shall consider changes (submitted in writing ) in the rules and matters of interpretation and the eligibility of players submitted to it by the members, and prepare and propose amendments to the Board of Directors at the September Rules and Regulations Annual Meeting.

Section 3  -  Protest Committee.  The Protest Committee shall consider all game protests following Official Baseball Rules and must be sent, in writing to the Vice President (CVBA,  P.O. BOX 946,  Brunswick, Ohio  44212)  within 48 hours of the protest.   A written account by the opposing team manager must also be filed with the Vice President.  The Protesting Managers account must be accompanied by a check in the amount of $25.00 and must have the name and phone number of the umpire working the game.  Strict adherence to these proceedings is mandatory.  The $25.00 protest fee will be returned if said protest if upheld.  See Major League Baseball Rule 4.19.

Article VII -  Proviso

Section 1  -  Temporary By-Laws and Tournament / Playoff Rules.  Temporary By-Laws and Tournament/Playoff Rules may be adopted by the Board of Directors to facilitate the carrying out of the spirit of this constitution when there is no specific written rule to handle a situation.

Article VIII -  Proposed Changes

Section 1  -  The Constitution and the By-Laws and Tournament Rules of this Association may be amended, altered, or repealed by the affirmative vote of at least 75% of the Board of Directors.

